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A A doecument examiner Is
a forensic scientist who
studies questioned documernl
to make determinations abo
those documents.




Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A We compare handwriting. and draw
conclusions as to the nature of the writing.

QUESTIONED




Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A \We also study materials of which-the
document is composed such.as paper and ink
and we take into consideration the surface on
which the paper was sitting :\when writing
occurred.




Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A \We study altered documents.

A We look tor erasures, additions, and
substitutions.




Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A There are two types:ofidocument examiners.

A Group 1

A Examiners who are Certified by the American Board of
Forensic Document Examiners (ABFDE),

A Members of the American Society of Questioned Document
Examiners (ASQDE),

A Members of Questioned Document Section of the American
Academy of Forensic Sciences,

A Full-time, 24month, onrsite training usually in a government
laboratory.



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A There are two types:ofidocument examiners.

A

A

Group 2

Certified by another board such as BFDE, NADE,
SAFE and IADE.

People who may have studied graphology,
Distance learning, and dme classes.

No twoyearfullt | me apprenti ces|l
| aboratory. o



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A There are two organizations that have been
accredited by the Forensic Specialty
Accreditation Board.

A ABFEDE and BEDE

A BFDE Is the Board of Forensic.Document
Examiners consisting mostly of private
examiners.
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A Members of‘Group 1 claim that they are the

only qualified document examiners.
A How to Select a Document Examiner by David Moore

A Forensic Handwriting Comparison, Examination in the
Courtroom by Thomas W. Vastrick.

A However, private examiners existed before
government examiners.

A Albert Osborn considered the Father of Document
Examination and Author of Questioned Documents
was In private practice.



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A There is.no standard training:program for
document examiners.

A A two-year apprenticeship is not a training
program, it'is a method of

training.




Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A There are no college degrees in document
examination.

A Some colleges are offering.a course In
document examination.
A This Is usually an introduction to document

examination and not sufficient to enable one to
work in the field.



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

East fennessee University offers advanced training
for people with a 4/ear college degree.

A TheUniversity ofBaltimorehasa oneyear
fulltime progrant¥or trainingasa document
examiner



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A ASTM guidelines . recommended that
document-examination training'take place In
an approved laboratory for two continuous
years.

A ASTM guidelines for document examiners
have been discontinued with the dissolution o
the Questioned Document Committee.



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A SWGRLOC set the standards for the field of
document examination.

A They drafted the'documents.for ASTM until
the Questioned Document Committee was
dissolved.

A T'he recommended training program
disadvantaged private document examiners.

A These standards favor governmaained
examiners.
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SWGDOCOSs recommendat |
document.examiners.

equirements jor the 1rainee Candidate.
An earned baccalaureate degree or equivalent from an accredited college or university.

2.1
2 Documented successful completion of a form discrimination test.
2.3

Documented successful completion of a color perception test.

6.1 The training program shall be the equivalent of a minimum of 24 months full-time training under the supervision

of a principal trainer.

A The key statememnt | S




Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A TWo new programs are now producing
standards for document examiners and you
need to.be familiar with. these programs In
order to work-as a document examiner.

A It Is also important to.mention these standards
I court when testifying.



Becoming a Better Document:ExXaminer

A The two new: standards are:
A -ANSI AND ASB

A These two. programs are currently being:used
by document examiners.

A These standards are consistent with
SWGDOC.
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A ANSIT American National Standards Institute
A ASB I Academy Standard Board

A ANSI/ASB Standard 070: Standard for Examination of
Handwritten Iltems

A ANSI/ASB Standard 127: Standard for the Preservation
and Examination of Charred Documents

A ANSI/ASB Standard 128: Standard for the Preservation
and Examination of Liquid Soaked Documents



https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-handwritten-items
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-handwritten-items
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-handwritten-items
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-charred-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-charred-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-charred-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-liquid-soaked-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-liquid-soaked-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-liquid-soaked-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-liquid-soaked-documents
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-preservation-and-examination-liquid-soaked-documents
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A ANSI/ASB Standard 011: Scope of Expertise In
Forensic Document Examination

A -ANSI/ASB Standard 044: Standard for Examination
of Documents for Indentations

A ANSI/ASB Standard 117: Standard for Examination
of Stamping Devices and Stamp Impressions

A ANSI/ASB Standard 035: Standard for the
Examination of Documents for Alterations

A ANSI/ASB Standard 172: Standard for Examination
of Mechanical Checkwriter Impressions and
Machines



https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/scope-expertise-forensic-document-examination
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/scope-expertise-forensic-document-examination
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/scope-expertise-forensic-document-examination
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-documents-indentations
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-documents-indentations
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-documents-indentations
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-stamping-devices-and-stamp-impressions
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-stamping-devices-and-stamp-impressions
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-stamping-devices-and-stamp-impressions
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-documents-alterations
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-documents-alterations
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-documents-alterations
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-mechanical-checkwriter-impressions-and-machines
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-mechanical-checkwriter-impressions-and-machines
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-mechanical-checkwriter-impressions-and-machines
https://www.aafs.org/asb-standard/standard-examination-mechanical-checkwriter-impressions-and-machines

Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A-Examiners who work for the.
government are trained by-the
government for at least two
continuous years itheir
laboratories.
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A There are several courses available to anyone
Who wants to become a document examiner I
the private sector.

A Courses currently available‘include a course K
Reed Hayes, and tikbrensic Document
Examination Interactive Training Program
that | wrote and sold to Kathy Carlson.



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A Eachcourt decides who is‘qualified to testify.
as an-expert witness and thelr reguirements are
based. on several factors according to the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 702.
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A Rule 702 says

A If scientific, technical or other.specialized
knowledge will assist the trier:of fact to
understand the evidence or:to determine a fac
IN ISSsue, a witness qualified as an expert by
knowledge, skill, experience, trainiog
education may testify thereto in the form of an
opi nNni one
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e otherwisarf:

A The testimony.is based upon:sufficient facts o
data.

A The testimony is the product of reliable
principles and methods and

A The withess has applied the principles and
methods reliably to the facts of the case.
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A SKEET!
A Skill'= ability
A Knowledge = what you know through your
Senses

A Education = what you learn about the
principles of document examination

A Experience = applying what you know
A Training = What you learn to do.



Becoming a DocumentExaminer

A Thereis.no standard
training program.

A Each agency.trains
their document examiners ‘
on the cases that come iIn

that agency.
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¢ Every withess must qualify every time that he
or she testifies.

A Your qualifications may be different for
different types of cases.

A Your training helps you meet the qualifications
needed to testify.

A The judge decides if you are qualified.




