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Challenging Experts

Challenges may be based on 
misconceptions by the sponsor of a 
challenge.

Check all parts of a motion for accuracy.

Point out inaccurate statements to your 
clientôs attorney.



Challenging Experts

There are two types of challenges.

First challenge is likely to be an attempt to 
keep you from testifying as an expert in 
handwriting identification.

Each personôs challenge will be different 
based upon your qualifications.



Challenging Experts

Â The second reason for a Daubert Hearing 
is that handwriting identification is  
challenged as not an acceptable forensic 
science.

ÂAdd to your Fee Agreement Contract that
if a Daubert Hearing happens, you will be
notified and given an opportunity to
respond.



Challenging Experts

ÂHandwriting identification is recognized as 
a valid science based upon the fact that 
handwriting identification has set rules 
that must be used to draw correct 
conclusions.



Challenging Experts

Information on challenges may not be 
accurate.

ÂThe following information was part of a 
Daubert Challenge.  

ÂñThe International Association of Document 
Examiners cites with authority ñthe FSAB.org 
has expertise that any document examiner 
would needò and that ñthose certifications are 
necessary to testifyò.



Challenging Experts

Fact:

FSAB stands for Forensic Science 
Accreditation Board.  Their purpose was to 
make certification testing more standard 
among difference forensic disciplines.  To 
date they have accredited the Board of 
Forensic Document Examiners (BFDE) and 
the American Board of Forensic Document 
Examiners (ABFDE).  



Challenging Experts

Â For Example:

Â I was certified by the Board of Forensic Document 
Examiners (BFDE) from 2004 to 2014. 

Â Membership has to be renewed every five years.

Â It was my choice  not to renew my membership in 
BFDE in 2014 although cross-examining attorneys 
imply that I was removed by the BFDE.



Challenging Experts

False Statement:

ÂñThe only recognized certifying board is ABFDE.ò

ÂñABFDE is the gold standard in document 
examination.ò

ÂñIf you are not a member of ABFDE then you are 
a want-a-be document examinerò.

ÂñOnly members of ABFDE can testify as expertsò.



Challenging Experts

Statements made by AFBDE members are self-
serving.

They state that they are the only organization of 
document examiners recognized by other 
government organizations.

The government agencies that recognize ABFDE 
are their sponsoring organizations.



Challenging Experts

There are only 47 people in ABFDE whoaccept
cases.  The rest are working for the 
government.

There are about 5000 courts not counting other 
jurisdiction such as Administration Hearings and 
Arbitrations in the USA.  Therefore, it is 
impossible for 47 people to handle all the cases 
in document examination.



Challenging Experts

Â There is no requirement that a document 
examiner needs to be certified by any 
organization in order to testify as an expert in 
court.

Â The advantage of certification is proof that a 
document examiner has undergone testing to 
demonstrate his ability to understand 
handwriting and to be able to differentiate 
between genuine, disguised and simulated 
handwriting samples.



Challenging Experts

Â Be aware that some unethical document 
examiners may create their own organization 
and claim their organization certified them.

Â Always check out any organization that is not a 
well-known organization.



Challenging Experts

ÂSeveral organizations focus on forensic 
document examination, providing professional 
development, certification, and networking 
opportunities for professionals in the field.



Challenging Experts

Â Currently, the following organizations for 
document examiners exist.  Most of the 
government document examiners belong to the 
following.

Â 1. The American Board of ForensicDocument 
Examiners. (ABFDE)

Â 2. The American Society of Questioned 
Document Examiners. (ASQDE)



Challenging Experts

Â Document Organizations for private examiners.

Â 1. National Associationof Document Examiners.
(NADE).

Â 2. Scientific Associationof ForensicExaminers.
(SAFE).

Â 3. The International Association of Document 
Examiners.  (IADE).

Â 4. Associationof ForensicDocument Examiners.

Â (AFDE). 



Challenging Experts

ÂIn addition, certified document examiners 
need to continue their training in order to be 
re-certified.  Certification usually is renewed 
every 5 years.

ÂRenewals require that members complete 
certain activities such as attending seminars in 
order to be recertified.

ÂThere is also an annual fee to remain in the 
organizations.



Challenging Experts

Â IADE requires all of their active members 
participate in proficiency testing annually.

ÂPurposeof proficiency testing is to identify
problems that examiners may have.

ÂAnother purpose is to determine oneôsskill
level.



Challenging Experts

ÂSome experts may inflate their qualifications and 
this will have disastrous consequences.

ÂAttorneys will be looking for anything that they can 
find out about you.  If you inflate your credentials,
you may be impeached and it may have a negative 
effect on your career.



Challenging Experts

Â When challenged, emphasize your training in detail. 

ÂTopics covered in seminars attended.

ÂAmount of time spent in classes and seminars.

ÂBooks read.

ÂResearch conducted.

ÂArticles and books written by you.



Challenging Experts

ÂYou may be challenged on your ability to 
identify handwriting accurately.

ÂPoint out anything that demonstrates your 
ability.

ÂThis includes proficiency testing.

Â It also includes confessions by perpetrators.



Challenging Experts

Â Emphasize that you adhere to the principles of 
handwriting identification.

Â Be prepared to describe the principles of 
handwriting and handwriting identification.

Â You may want to list a few of those for the 
benefit of the court.


