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Tools of the Trade

* Most work is completed using strong
lighting and magnification.




Tools of the Trade

» Special lighting
— Infrared
— Ultraviolet
— Transmitted light



Tools of the Trade

* Infared is light beyond the visual spectrum
that we can see. It requires a filter for us
to be able to see it.

* Infrared lighting can be used to read under
white-out and possibly blacked-out
material
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Tools of the Trade

 Forensic Document Examiners also use
photographs to assist in making
determinations about documents.




Tools of the Trade

* Some cases involve special techniques.

* The Electrostatic Detection Apparatus
(ESDA) reads indented writing.




Tools of the Trade

 Side lighting also enables us to read
obliterated or indented writing.




Who wrote the anonymous letter?




Who wrote the anonymous letter?
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What is written under whiteout?




Different Ink




Light Table



Video Spectral Comparator
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