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Last Will and Testament

ÂWills contain the wishes of the maker to 
dispose of his property after he is 
deceased.

ÂWills can be prepared by an attorney or a 
form may be downloaded and completed.

ÂA holistic will is one written in the hand of 
the testator.  No witnesses are needed for 
holistic wills.



Last Will and Testament

ÂWills can be challenged and document 
examiners may be called to validate the 
authenticity of a will or to demonstrate 
that a will is not genuine.

Â The challenge to a will is called a caveat. 



Last Will and Testament

ÂQuestions about Wills include:

Â Is the will counterfeit?

ÂHas the will been altered?

ÂHave pages been substituted? 

ÂAre bills against the estate genuine?

ÂAre the signatures on the will authentic?



Counterfeit Documents

ÂCounterfeit wills include fabricated 
documents usually by a caregiver.

ÂCounterfeit wills usually leave the bulk of 
the estate to one person or to members 
of his or her family.

ÂCounterfeit wills contain forged 
signatures of the testator and the 
witnesses.



BENEFICIARY



Last Will and Testament

QUESTIONED SIGNATURES



Last Will and Testament
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QUESTIONED SIGNATURE OF CARROLL GAITHER, JR. 
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Counterfeit Documents

ÂCounterfeit documents include bills 
against the estate.

ÂPromissory Notes

ÂDeeds

ÂGifts of vehicles or other property

ÂPredated Checks. 



Alterations

ÂAlterations include:

ÂAdditions

ÂDeletions

ÂSubstitutions



Alterations

ÂMaterial added to a document.

ÂDocuments may be scanned and altered.

ÂPrinted material may be added to a 
document.

ÂHandwritten material may be added.



Substituted Pages

ÂSubstituted pages may have 

Âa different font, 

Âbe printed on a different printer,

ÂDifferent margins or  

Âa different type of paper.



Substituted Pages

Â Full pages may be substituted.

1. Look for different watermarks on the pages.

2. Look for a slightly different font.

3. Check staple holes.

4. Check for any handwriting on the pages.



Alterations

ÂDeletions may include:

ÂMaterial crossed out on a document.

ÂRemoval of pages.

ÂWhite out with new material added over the 
white-out.

ÂErasures



White Out



Erasures



Other Problems

ÂCarbon copies

ÂPhotocopies

Â Faxed copies



Other Problems



Has the document been altered?



Principles of Handwriting

ÂNo two people write exactly alike.

ÂNo one can duplicate anything that he 
has written.



Basic Principle 

of 

Handwriting Identification

Â In order to make an identification, there 
must be sufficient similarities of 
handwriting characteristics and no 
fundamental unexplainable differences.



Handwriting Characteristics

Â Line quality

Â Speed

Â Rhythm

Â Pressure patterns

Â Letter forms

Â Slant

Â Spacing

Â Size and proportions

Â Method of construction

Â Legibility

Â Idiosyncrasies

Â Connecting strokes

Â Initial, medial or terminal 
strokes

Â Form level

Â Pattern recognition

Â Line direction

Â Penscope



Handwriting Characteristics

ÂDetermine if the material contains 
enough characteristics of handwriting to 
be identifiable.



Handwriting Characteristics

ÂSufficient amount of comparable material.

ÂSufficient complexity

ÂConsistency

ÂSpeed

ÂSkill Level

ÂSufficient identifying features

ÂConnected letters



Fundamental Differences

ÂDifferent line quality

ÂDifferent pressure patterns

ÂDifferent rhythm

ÂA different method of construction.

ÂDifferent skill level.



Different Line Quality



Difference Pressure Patterns


